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The Sponsorship Program 
The Harambee Child Sponsorship Program matches sponsors here in Canada with a 

child(ren) in Kenya who is under the care of the Notre Dame Children Outreach 

program run by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Many of the children are orphans; 

all of them are extremely needy. 

 

The children come to the attention of the NDCO either by direct appeal from the child 

or a guardian or a referral from a teacher or community member. Because of limited 

funds, the NDCO must limit the number of children in the program so NDCO staff are 

very grateful when new Canadian sponsors enroll in the program. 

 

The financial commitment is variable depending on whether the child is in 

elementary, secondary, technical school, university etc. In Kenya, boarding schools 

are common and provide the best education. The sponsorship monies cover school 

fees, books and school supplies, uniforms (if required), medical care, some food 

security, living expenses (if at a boarding school / technical school / university) etc. 

Some children require as little as $300 CAN; for others, it can be as high as $2000. 

Some sponsors support several children; some children are supported by multiple 

sponsors.  

 

As a general guideline, elementary school requires $600-900; secondary $800-1000; 

technical school & university $1000 +. These funds are collected in the fall (November 

this year) and are sent via the Mission Co-Op office at the Diocese of Hamilton to the 

SSND in St. Louis, Missouri. There the money is made available to the NDCO. There 

are no administration fees so all your funds (bar a small amount for currency 

exchange) supports your sponsored child. Donations are eligible for Tax Receipts. 

 

Since its inception in 2013, the Harambee Child Sponsorship program has grown to 

support more than 120 children at various stages of education. Many have graduated 

from their programs and now have a future they never dreamed of just a few years 

ago. They are so grateful to their financial sponsors and to the NDCO for the 

opportunity they were given. 


